
 

EXE 240119 
 

LEAD MEMBER: Cllr David Moore  
LEAD OFFICER: Pat Graham, Chief Executive  
REPORT AUTHOR: Rob Ward, Nuclear Sector Development Manager  
 

Response to the Public Accounts Committee Report on the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority’s Progress on Risk Reduction at Sellafield 
 
What benefits will this proposal bring to Copeland residents? 
The 2018 Public Accounts Committee (PAC) Report on the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s 

(NDA) Progress on Risk Reduction at Sellafield (“the PAC Report”) sets out a number of findings 

that are critical of the NDA’s performance in reducing risk at Sellafield. These findings cover: its 

delivery and oversight of projects, the effectiveness of oversight and governance arrangements, 

and whether the NDA is delivering value to the taxpayer and meeting its social and economic 

obligations to the community. 

The Council expects action by the NDA to address the PAC recommendations, to improve the 

extraction of social and economic value from the Sellafield site to the benefit of the taxpayer 

and Copeland’s economy and communities, while accelerating risk reduction at Sellafield. 

Why has this report come to the executive? 
A paper was presented to the Strategic Nuclear & Energy Board (SNEB) in December 2018, 

which presented an overview of the PAC Report, highlighted key areas of interest to Copeland, 

and proposed a position on each of the key findings. Given the significance of this issue to 

Copeland and its communities, it was decided by The Board that this paper should be escalated 

to Executive for consideration. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: That the Executive delegates authority to the Chief Executive in 

cooperation with the Elected Mayor of the Council and the Portfolio Holder for Nuclear and 

Corporate Affairs, to provide a response to the Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, 

regarding the PAC report on the NDA’s Progress on Risk Reduction at Sellafield. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The report was published in October 2018 and builds on the findings of a National Audit 

Office report in June 2018 on the NDA’s progress on reducing risk at Sellafield. The PAC 

report focuses on two main areas: 

 Progress and constraints to reducing risk at Sellafield 

 Governance, assurance and realising socio-economic benefits 

1.2 The PAC report and recommendations are available via the following link: 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpubacc/1375/1375.pdf 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpubacc/1375/1375.pdf


 

1.3 While the PAC report highlights that significant milestones have been met at Sellafield’s 

high hazard facilities, and project delivery has improved across 14 major projects, the 

report finds that: 

 Projects at Sellafield are predicted to over-run and cost £913m more than 

predicted, lessons are not being learned and constraints on faster risk reduction 

have not been identified; 

 The NDA is not delivering effective management and oversight of the Sellafield 

Mission; 

 Central government is not provided effective oversight of the NDA; 

 BEIS and the NDA have failed to provide clarity on the plans for management of 

the plutonium stockpile currently stored at Sellafield; 

 The NDA is failing in both its economic obligations and socio-economic presence 

locally. 

1.4 Further detail on the findings of the PAC Report is available in Sections 2 to 5 of the 

SNEB Paper attached at Appendix A. 

2. THE COUNCIL’s RESPONSE 

2.1 Section 6 of Appendix A sets out the proposed response to each of the seven 

recommendations made in the report to address the above findings. 

2.2 Although no formal response to the PAC Report has been invited, given this Council’s 

interest in ensuring that the recommendations are implemented by the NDA, the 

response will be captured in a letter to the Chair of the Public Accounts Committee and 

copies will be provided to both the NDA and Sellafield Ltd. 

3. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

3.1 Legal comments are: No comment. 

3.2 The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: This paper recommends the delegation of 

Executive authority to the Chief Executive in the preparation of a Council response to 

PAC. There are no legal implications in this matter. 

3.3 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: No comment. 

3.4 Policy Framework: N/A 

3.5 No other comments. 



 

4. RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS 

4.1 No resource requirements are anticipated over and above those already available in the 

nuclear team within the Council. 

5. HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS 
GOING TO BE MANAGED? 

5.1 This proposal is to be led by the Council’s Nuclear Sector Development Manager. 

6. WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS 
REPORT? 

6.1 A letter will be sent to the Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, and copied to the 

CEO of the NDA and CEO of Sellafield Ltd. 

 

APPENDIX A – SNEB Paper on the PAC Report on NDA’s Progress on Risk Reduction at Sellafield. 

 


